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Adler, David. Our Amazing Ocean; illus. by Joseph Veno. Troll, 1983. 82-17373. Library ed.
ISBN 0-89375-882-5; Paper ed. ISBN 0-89375-883-3. 31p. Library ed. $8.59; Paper
ed. $1.95.
Illustrated by cartoon-style drawings, brightly colored and seldom informative,
M this is a brief overview of the ocean that covers most of our planet. The text is in
2-4 question and answer form, touching briefly on a wide variety of subjects: whether
there is one ocean or five, what causes waves and tides, what forms of plant and
animal life exist in the ocean, the topography of the ocean floor, icebergs, etc. No
topic is explored in depth and explanations seem inadequate; there is neither table of
contents nor index to give access to the contents. The minimal value of the book is
that it may be useful, because of the brevity of each section, for slow older readers.
Anno, Mitsumasa, illus. Anno's USA. Philomel, 1983. 83-13107. ISBN 0-399-20974-3. 47p.
$10.95.
Like other books of Anno's in which he has a traveler who journeys through a
R country, this begins with rural scenes, takes a traveller into more heavily populated
All areas, and ends with an embarkation. Anno deliberately mixes costumes, vehicles,
ages and other representations of various periods in the handsome double-page spreads
* that are beautifully composed; his use of color and perspective are admirable; his
command of architectural drawing is impressive. What may appeal most to readers,
however, are the small visual jokes that enliven the pages: the lions of the New York
Public Library on a parade float, the policeman and ducks from Make Way for
Ducklings, Tom Sawyer painting the fence. Delicious.
Baird, Thomas. Walk Out a Brother. Harper, 1983. 82-48859. Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-020355-2;
Library ed. ISBN 0-06-020356-0. 272p. Trade ed. $12.50; Library ed. $12.89.
In an oblique way, Don felt, he had been responsible for his father's death (a riding
R accident) and he also felt that his older brother Keith was domineering, so he didn't
7-10 want to live with Keith. Don, sixteen, is the narrator of a suspense-filled story, deftly
structured and written with conviction. Going off alone on a backpacking trip in the
Wyoming wilderness, Don encounters a strangely brusque man who proves to be a
murderer being hunted by police. Baird creates a mounting tension as Don becomes
aware of the man's real identity and then as he confronts him in a dramatic climax.
Injured, Don realizes when the danger is over how deep the bond really is between
him and Keith, a change of attitude that is believably depicted.
D.V. Brothers; Death, adustment to; Self-reliance
[61 ]
Beaudry, Jo. Carla Goes to Court; by Jo Beaudry and Lynne Ketchum; illus. with photo-
graphs by Jack Hamilton. Human Sciences Press, 1983. 82-2854. ISBN 0-89885-
088-6. 28p. $9.95.
Eight-year-old Carla, coming home from school, sees a man leaving her neighbors'
R house carrying a television set and calls the police. She's asked to identify the man at
3-5 a line-up, and does. After a briefing on procedure by a district attorney, Carla gives
evidence at a charging conference and a preliminary hearing. She learns that the man
has been found guilty and put on probation. The emphasis in the text is on the role of
the witness and the importance of citizen contribution to legal justice; while the
writing style is dry, the book does give information that should interest children, and
it points out that Carla's nervousness gives way to confidence as she becomes famil-
iar with terms and procedures, and that she has done something about which she and
her mother are proud.
Berndt, Catherine H., ad. Land of the Rainbow Snake: Aboriginal Children's Stories and
Songs from Western Arnhem Land; ad. and tr. by Catherine H. Berndt; illus. by
Djoki Yunupingu. Collins, 1983. ISBN 0-00-184384-2. 96p. $10.95.
First published in Australia in 1979, this is a collection of tales gathered by the
R author, an anthropologist, from women Aborigines of western Arnhem Land; both
4-6 the tales and the fifteen children's songs that are included at the back of the book
were told in the Gunwinggu language. The songs (words in Gunwinggu and English)
are briefly explained, and each story is followed by an explanation of the message or
moral. Many of the tales are "why" stories, others incorporate taboos or cultural
mores. The style is simple but rather static, so that the stories may be better used as a
source for telling than for reading aloud. The book should be of interest to all students
of folklore.
C.U. Storytelling
Bloch, Louis M., ed. Overland to California in 1859: A Guide for Wagon Train Travelers.
Bloch and Company, 1983. 83-71506. ISBN 0-914276-03-4. 61p. $9.95.
Save for linking material, this consists entirely of citations from such sources as
Ad The Prairie Traveler by Marcy (1859) or Kansas and Nebraska by Hale (1854) with
6-8 aberrant spellings and syntax included. Illustrations also are from source documents;
reproductions of prints, maps, and advertisements are included. While the quoted
material is on the dry side and includes some disparaging remarks (and some lauda-
tory ones) about various Indian peoples, the book should be useful both for its
historical interest, and as ready reference material. An index is included, but it
consists of personal and place names, giving no clue to the fact that the book includes
information on such subjects as routes, supplies, camping, fording rivers, etc. (Note:
Not to be confused with the Bloch Pub. Co. of New York; Bloch and Co. is in
Cleveland.)
C.U. History-U.S.
Bronetsky, Igor, ed. Stories and Poems for Children; illus. by Georgy Yudin. Raduga/
Imported Publications, 1983. ISBN 0-8285-2361-4. 143p. $7.95.
In both the prose and the poetry sections, each selection (or group of selections) is
M prefaced by a laudatory biographical sketch of the author and his or her portrait. All
3-5 of the authors were born before 1940, and this may account for the sedate, old-
fashioned quality of most of the book. The illustrations are of adequate quality,
paintings that are varied to accord with the mood or style of the material. The range
of quality is not impressive, although, in the case of the poetry particularly, this may
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be due in part to inadequate translation. Probably the best-written selections are
those by Ivan Sokolov-Mikitov, a naturalist whose nonfiction is in good narrative
style. Few of the selections have humor; some of the material is didactic, and the
writing style of the biographical sketches is mediocre.
Burningham, John. Read One; written and illus. by John Burningham. Viking, 1983. 82-
051281. ISBN 0-670-58986-1. 6p. $4.95.
One of a series of six small books designed to help young children become familiar
R with elementary mathematical concepts. Each book is in leporello form, with a flap
3-5 that folds over each section; Buringham uses the device to full advantage, to extend
yrs. concepts and/or add humor. This is the best kind of toy book: it's ingenious, sturdy,
attractive, and useful, with Burningham's pictures maintaining a high standard of
visual art. In this book the number signs and words are linked; in other books,
concepts such as addition (Pigs Plus), subtraction (Ride Off), numbers as signs (Five
Down), sets (Count Up), and groups (Just Cats) are presented.
Byars, Betsy. The Glory Girl. Viking, 1983. 83-5927. ISBN 0-670-34261-0. 122p. $10.95.
Anna is the only member of the Glory family who can't play an instrument or carry
Ad a tune; her job, when the Glory Gospel Singers perform, is selling records. Perhaps
5-7 because she feels an outsider, it's Anna who is most concerned when she learns that
her father's brother, Uncle Newt, is out of jail on parole; she is sure she has spotted
him hovering about, aware that he's not welcome. When some tough boys run the
Glory bus off the road, it's Newt who shows up to help them all, pulling his brother
out of the bus that's lying in a creek. Newt again disappears, coming back once to tell
Anna that she's the "best of the bunch," that any of them would help him now-but
that she was ready before. This is capably written, with firm characterization and
dialogue, but it lacks the cohesion that distinguishes most of Byars' novels, and the
emotional impact.
D.V. Uncle-niece relations; Self-confidence
Calhoun, Mary (Huiskamp). Big Sixteen; retold by Mary Calhoun; illus. by Trina Schart
Hyman. Morrow, 1983. 83-1007. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02350-9; Library ed. ISBN
0-688-02351-7. 32p. Trade ed. $8.50; Library ed. $7.63.
Bold, dramatic black and white drawings of a black folk hero of slavery times and
Ad of the hored and hairy devil (and his wife and children) illustrate a folktale that is
K-3 close to the version (same title) in the Moritz Jagendorf collection Folk Stories of the
South. Storytellers may also be familiar with the variant called "Wicked John and the
Devil," in Grandfather Tales by Richard Chase, in which John is a blacksmith; the
unifying facet is that all these tales explain what the flickering fire is that is called
will-o'-the-wisp. Here Big Sixteen is a handsome black man, very tall and strong, who
fulfills every request of The Old Man (shown as a small white plantation owner);
when he says "I b'lieve you could fetch me the Devil himself!" Big Sixteen brings the
Devil's corpse back up to Earth. After a long and virtuous life, Big Sixteen is turned
away by a black Saint Peter, then tries the Devil's wife; she won't admit him either,
but gives him a hot coal, tells him to start a hell of his own, and leaves poor Big
Sixteen to wander forever, the story ends, carrying his coal and "a-lookin' for a place
to go." The illustrations make this a handsome picture book, but the story-although
capably retold-seems one that would be more appealing to older children.
[ 63]
Chambers, Kate. The Secret of the Singing Strings. Signet, 1983. ISBN 0-451-12391-3. 159p.
$2.25.
This is the first of a new series, with a heroine-Diana Winthrop-who is in the
M Nancy Drew tradition: shrewd, observant, courageous, and apparently indefatigable.
6-8 Motherless, she lives in a large Manhattan house with her father, grandmother, blind
cousin Jacintha, and a faithful retainer. The writing style is better than that of the
Nancy Drew series, but the plot is just as weak as those in most of the Stratemeyer
books: intricate, contrived, and often dependent on coincidence for its development.
Here Jacintha is hit by a car, loses a valuable art work from her bag, has temporary
amnesia; the valuable toy Stradivarius that has disappeared is traced, found, proves
to contain an enormous emerald, and both the violin and the emerald are used in a
police-supervised situation (conceived, of course, by Diana rather than the police) to
trap the criminals.
Clifton, Lucille. Everett Anderson's Goodbye; illus. by Ann Grifalconi. Holt, 1983. 82-23426.
ISBN 0-03-063518-7. 16p. $9.70.
Grifalconi's pencil drawings, soft in style and tender in mood, are (although some
R are disappointingly cropped) both attractive and appropriate for the simple, poignant
K-3 verses about a child's adjustment to his father's death. The poetry is preceded by a
listing of the five stages of grief (denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and accep-
tance) and illustrates them as Everett struggles with bereavement; the writing is
honed to simplicity, written from the child's viewpoint and easily comprehensible to
other children.
D.V. Death, adjustment to
Clymer, Eleanor. Horse in the Attic; illus. by Ted Lewin. Bradbury, 1983. 83-6377. ISBN
0-02-719040-4. 70p. $9.95.
Although the narrator, Caroline, loves horses and is taking riding lessons, there is
R not literally a horse in the attic, but a splendid painting of a race horse. Having
4-6 become enamored of the small town where they have spent a vacation, Caroline's
family has bought a house there; the painting is found by Caroline, the twelve-year-
old narrator, and it's she who does the research that spurs the sale of the painting and
gains some much-needed cash. The writing is direct and controlled, with good pace
and adequate characterization; the mystery of the painter's identity adds suspense;
what is most effective, however, is the convincing delineation of relationships within
a family in which the members are mutually supportive, cooperating and com-
promising for the general good. The realistic black and white pictures are strong in
draughtsmanship and effective in the play of light and shadow.
D.V. Family relations; Urban-rural contrasts
Colman, Hila. Not for Love. Morrow, 1983. 83-6120. ISBN 0-688-02419-X. 150p. $9.50.
Sixteen-year-old Jill was perfectly satisfied with being popular, pretty, and ap-
Ad proved of by her conservative parents. She encountered strong disapproval, how-
7-9 ever, after she met Toby, fell in love with him, and was drawn into his circle of
political activists. Protesting the building of a nuclear power plant, Jill became com-
mitted and excited (despite Dad's sneering at her new interests) and was therefore the
more disappointed when Toby took a construction job at the plant, explaining that
the compromising of his principles was only temporary. They broke up, but Jill went
on working with the group. On the day of their long-planned demonstration, Toby
quit work to join the protestors. Jill then realized that nobody was perfect, that one
had to make allowances for other people. This is adequately written, variable in the
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quality of characterization, and certainly concerned with problems and issues in
which most adolescents become involved. It is weakened by the fact that the pro-
tagonist's role seems devised to illustrate a situation, rather than the story having a
focus on Jill.
D.V. Father-daughter relations; Pacific attitudes
Cooper, Susan. Seaward. Atheneum, 1983. 83-7055. ISBN 0-689-50275-3. 177p. $10.95.
As is true in other fantasies by Cooper, the story is imbued with the eternal battle
R between good and evil, and here they are personified by the evil and beautiful
6-9 Taranis, bringer of death, and the protector of life, Lugan. The two young people
who have separately crossed the border of time and place are Westerly and Calliope,
each seeking a way to the sea and a solution to a private quest. Their way is beset
with danger and adventure, and their stories are smoothly fused into a book with
depth and momentum; the characters are convincing, the writing is polished, and the
ending is both logical and poignant.
Cross, Diana Harding. Some Plants Have Funny Names; illus. by Jan Brett. Crown, 1983.
82-23438. ISBN 0-517-54840-2. 47p. $8.95.
Soft in tone but accurately detailed drawings illustrate a book in which a dozen
Ad common and ubiquitous plants are described. Cross provides a few facts about the
K-2 appearance and habitat of such plants as Jack-in-the-pulpit, milkweed, bloodroot,
and Indian pipe, pointing out the reason each plant received its popular name.
Although the text has a static quality, it gives accurate information, is nicely geared
in difficulty and length for the intended audience, and could serve as a stimulus that
would lead to further botanical interest.
C.U. Science
Delton, Judy. Back Yard Angel; illus. by Leslie Morrill. Houghton, 1983. 82-23409. ISBN
0-395-33883-2. 107p. $8.95.
Easy to read, simple and episodic, this is a story about a girl of ten, Angel, whose
Ad father has decamped and whose mother has a part-time job. Angel has no friends, no
3-4 social life because she has to stay home and take care of her little brother. The only
change or development in the story is that when a classmate goes by the house, she
asks Angel to go swimming with her; at this point her mother announces that Angel
needs to have friends ("I mean it's not healthy for you to be around Rags and me all
the time.") and Angel goes off, happy and excited. This is reminiscent of the placid
but popular Carolyn Haywood stories and should have the same appeal.
D.V. Brothers-sisters; Responsibility
Derman, Martha. And Philippa Makes Four. Four Winds, 1983. 83-1631. ISBN 0-590-07905-0.
134p. $8.95.
Philippa doesn't remember her mother, and lives happily with her father and his
Ad parents. Since she's already taken a dislike to Libby, the new girl in her sixth grade
4-6 classroom, Philippa is not enthralled when Libby's company is thrust upon her. She's
even more upset when Dad falls in love with Libby's recently divorced mother,
Janet--and she's horrified by Dad's subsequent announcement that he and Janet and
the two girls are going to live together (he wants marriage; Janet fears it). There is an
adjustment period during which friends and neighbors express disapproval of the
situation and during which the two girls become friends. Eventually (and predictably)
Philippa accepts Janet as a stepmother. This is, save for the unsanctified status of the
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adults' relationship, a fairly formulaic treatment of second-family adjustment, but it's
believable and it's written with some insight and considerable polish.
D.V. Friendship values; Stepparents, adjustment to
Dickens, Charles. A Christmas Carol; illus. by Michael Foreman. Dial, 1983. 83-7224. ISBN
0-8037-0032-6. 128p. $12.95.
The classic tale is illustrated by Foreman with some full-page paintings, colorful
R and romanticized, and by many small black and white drawings with a great deal of
6- hatching that are more dramatic than the paintings. An attractive edition of the story
of the miser whose spirit was stirred by ghosts at Christmastime, this was first
published in England.
C.U. Christmas
Dodge, Mary (Mapes). Mary Anne; illus. by June Amos Grammer. Lothrop, 1983. 83-980.
Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02087-9; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02089-5. 32p. Trade ed.
$10.00; Library ed. $9.12.
Soft rose and beige tones are used in appropriately old-fashioned paintings for a
Ad poem first published in St. Nicholas magazine in 1879. The prim Victorian look is
4-6 balanced by the tenderness of the child's face as she describes the way in which she
yrs. sewed clothes for the doll she received for Christmas. It begins, "She came to
me/one Christmas day/In paper/with a card to say/'From Santa Claus/and Uncle
John'-/And not a stitch the child had on!" Not a stirring narrative poem, but the
child's love for her toy and the quaintness of the pictures should appeal to some
children.
C.U. Christmas
Fodor, R. V. Chiseling the Earth: How Erosion Shapes the Land. Enslow, 1983. 82-18227.
ISBN 0-89490-074-9. 96p. $10.95.
A professor of geology, Fodor writes with authority and clarity about the causes of
R erosion, such as running water or wave action, wind, and glacial flow, as well as such
7-10 types of erosion as weathering or rock slides. Careless husbandry has caused some
erosion, but most of the changes on the earth's surface are due to the slow encroach-
ment of natural forces, and to some which are violent. The writing style is direct and
rather dry, but the material itself is dramatic enough to compensate for that. A final
chapter describes some of the measures that have been or can be taken to halt or
repair damage by erosion. A glossary and an index are included.
C.U. Geology
Fujikawa, Gyo. That's Not Fair!; written and illus. by Gyo Fujikawa. Grosset, 1983. 82-
083740. ISBN 0-448-16466-3. 24p. $3.95.
Four children play in the snow, making a snowman, sledding, and having a snow-
Ad ball fight. Two accuse the others of not playing fair and go off in a huff. The next day
4-6 they all come to see their snowman, agree to play together, and decide it's no fun to
yrs. play alone and it's better to be friends. Mildly minatory, slight in structure, this is
adequately told, expresses the fun of winter play, and is attractively illustrated with
light, bright outdoor scenes.
D.V. Age-mate relations
[66]
George, Jean (Craighead). The Talking Earth. Harper, 1983. 82-48850. Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-
021975-0; Library ed. ISBN 0-06-021976-9. 160p. Trade ed. $9.95; Library ed. $9.89.
Rebuked for her lack of faith in the legends of her Seminole tribe, thirteen-year-old
R Billie Wind chooses her own punishment: she will go alone into the Everglades and
6-9 "stay until I hear the animals talk, see the serpent and meet the little people who live
underground." This is the story of her lonely adventure, a story that is imbued with
Seminole lore, is appealing because of the pitting of one human being against the
elements, and is-if occasionally slow-moving-convincing in its plot development
and impressive in its descriptions of natural phenomena.
D.V. Courage; Resourcefulness
Grant, Cynthia D. Hard Love. Atheneum, 1983. 83-2603. ISBN 0-689-30985-6. 206p. $10.95.
Stephen, the narrator, is a high school senior who is deeply concerned about his
R old friend Paulie; convinced that Paulie is losing touch with reality, Stephen tries in
8-12 vain to convince Paulie's martinet father that his son is not just lazy and irresponsi-
ble. Stephen's other problem is that he has met and fallen in love with Molly, who's
six years older than he; by the time he tells her his age (he looks older) she's in love
with him, too. She's sensible; they decide they'll stay friends, and wait to see what
happens. As for Paulie, an act of self-destructive violence finally makes his father
realize that the boy is deeply disturbed. Through all of this, Stephen receives the
loving support of his parents, with whom he has a mutually respectful, warm re-
lationship. The elements of the story are nicely knit together into a smooth narrative
that has depth and intelligence. Nice to see how Grant has developed as a writer.
D.V. Friendship values; Family relations
Greenberg, Jan W. Theater Careers: A Comprehensive Guide to Non-Acting Careers in the
Theater. Holt, 1983. 83-4386. ISBN 0-03-061568-2. 2 06 p. $13.95.
A theatrical press agent, Greenberg writes with articulate knowledgeability about
R the range and diversity of non-acting jobs in both commercial and not-for-profit
8- theater. She is explicit in warning readers that employment may be erratic, that
financial rewards are far from lavish, and that union membership will usually be
required. After the introductory chapter, each chapter focuses on one kind of job
(producer, manager) or group of jobs (costume, set, sound, or lighting design) and
includes interviews with people working on those jobs. An appended list of sources
for further information includes theatrical organizations and institutions, unions,
schools, and publications; an index follows. This will interest any theater buff, and
should be useful for vocational guidance.
C.U. Vocational guidance
Greenwald, Sheila. Will the Real Gertrude Hollings Please Stand Up? Little, 1983. 83-974.
ISBN 0-316-32707-7. 162p. $10.95.
It didn't matter that Gertrude was bright, imaginative, and loved by her parents;
Ad her parents were going abroad for three weeks, she would have to stay with her aunt
4-6 and uncle and their perfect, superachieving son Albert, and Albert teased her-as did
other children-because she was learning disabled. One of her classmates offered to
help tutor Gertrude, and she had the help of a regular tutor, but what Gertrude
learned while staying with cousin Albert was that there were some things he couldn't
do that she could-like help Albert learn how to have fun or help Albert accept the
sibling that was due. This doesn't have a powerful plot but it is believable; the
characterization and dialogue have vitality and humor, and the book ends on a
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positive note (although in a contrived situation) as Albert runs away from home,
Gertrude knows just where to find him, and Gertrude's parents suddenly appear, a
week earlier than expected-so it's a full-cast-on-stage ending, with the announce-
ment that Gertrude, too, has a sibling on the way.
D.V. Handicaps, overcoming
Gross, Ruth Belov, ad. The Girl Who Wouldn't Get Married; illus. by Jack Kent. Four Winds,
1983. 83-1458. ISBN 0-590-07908-5. 30p. $9.95.
Based on the Norwegian story "The Squire's Bride," in the collection by
R Asbjornsen and Moe, this has bright, brisk illustrations in cartoon style; dialogue (in
1-3 small print) is included with the drawings. The story, simply retold, describes the
obdurate, wealthy farmer who was determined to wed his neighbor's daughter; the
plan developed to deceive her went awry when the girl out-tricked the trickster and
sent a horse to be clad in wedding finery and take her place.
C.U. Reading, beginning
Hall, Lynn. Denison's Daughter. Scribners, 1983. 83-11521. ISBN 0-684-17955-5. 115p.
$10.95.
John Denison is a sober man, a careful dairy farmer, a churchgoer, dour and
R undemonstrative in his relations with his three daughters. The older girls have left
7-9 home, but sixteen-year-old Sandy is resentful about the cold war between her and
Daddy; perhaps that's why she's so eagerly responding to the advances by an older
man, Lonnie, a husband and father who's known as a woman chaser. Lonnie pro-
poses a motel; Sandy is torn between her need for tenderness and her aversion
toward the idea of a sexual relationship. Her decision (no motel, no Lonnie) is made
easier because of a change in the relationship with Daddy, who finally demonstrates
his love when Sandy is torn with grief and guilt after accidently injuring a small
nephew. This is slowmoving, but it is capably written and tautly structured, giving a
perceptive picture of the generation gap and of the ability to bridge it when there's a
growth in understanding of the other person's position and a willingness to change
one's own.
D.V. Father-daughter relations
Hoban, Tana, illus. I Read Signs; illus. with photographs by Tana Hoban. Greenwillow, 1983.
83-1482. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02317-7; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02318-5. 30p. Trade
ed. $10.50; Library ed. $9.55.
I Read Symbols; illus. with photographs by Tana Hoban. Greenwillow, 1983. 83-
1481. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02331-2; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02332-0. 29p. Trade ed.
$10.50; Library ed. $9.55.
Both books consist of excellent color photographs and no text-and none needed. I
R Read Signs has some pictures in which the signs also carry symbols, but most have
3-6 none; many will be familiar to young children and can serve as an incentive to
yrs. reading. In I Read Symbols, again, most of the photographs can be easily identified:
signs for a bend in the road, directional arrows, children on a seesaw, a bar across a
burning cigarette. In this book, a double-page spread of reduced pictures repeats the
symbols and includes captions. Both books are attractive; both encourage observa-
tion and have some of the appeal of a game.
C.U. Reading readiness
D.V. Environmental concepts
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Holland, Isabelle. The Empty House. Lippincott, 1983. 83-48464. Trade ed. ISBN 0-397-
32005-1; Library ed. ISBN 0-397-32006-X. 128p. Trade ed. $10.50; Library ed.
$10.89.
Betsy, the narrator, is fifteen; her mother is in Europe on a new assignment, so
R Betsy and her younger brother Roddy have come to stay with Aunt Marian at her
7-9 house on the Jersey shore, their divorced father jailed on a charge of having at-
tempted to defraud the government. Passionately convinced of his innocence, Betsy
finds support from an elderly recluse, but Ted, the boy she's in love with, is also a
help. The mystery element is nicely balanced by the love interest and by Betsy's
concerns about her brother, afraid that his new friends will learn that he is subject to
epileptic seizures. The structure and style of the story give solidity to a book that has
good pace, convincing characters, and a logically developed plot.
D.V. Brothers-sister; Father-child relations
Holman, Felice. The Wild Children. Scribner, 1983. 83-8974. ISBN 0-684-17970-9. 152p.
$11.95.
In the early 1920's, bands of homeless children roamed the streets of Russian
R towns and cities, desperate for food and clothing, robbing and begging to keep alive.
6-9 This is the story of one such band; they take Alex in when he is bereft on the Moscow
streets, having come to find an uncle who's been taken by the police as have the
members of Alex's family. Like the children of Virginia Hamilton's The Planet of
Junior Brown, these boys (and later one small girl) share what they can beg or steal,
help each other, follow the orders of their leader. They leave their cellar to jump a
train, hoping things will be better in the south; eventually, through a contact Alex
provides, they are secretly taken to Finland, the first stop on the journey to America.
This is both grim and dramatic, a touching story that has momentum and conviction;
the characters are solidly drawn, the setting vividly evoked, the message of youth's
resilience and courage all the more effective for being shown rather than stated.
C.U. History-Russia
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. How Do You Make an Elephant Float? and Other Delicious Riddles;
illus. by Rosekrans Hoffman. Whitman, 1983. 83-1364. ISBN 0-8075-3415-3. 28p.
$6.95.
Like many books of riddles for children, this runs a narrow spectrum, from some
Ad fairly clever puns to such bland riddles as "When is it proper to serve milk in a
2-4 saucer?" "When you feed a cat," or such nonsense as "What is green and noisy and
very dangerous?" "A herd of thundering pickles." Some jokes are tossed in that are
not riddles; the comic grotesque drawings, lavender-tinted, have humor. Everything
has to do with food; adults may groan, but children will probably repeat the riddles ad
infinitum. Possibly ad nauseam.
Izawa, Tadasu and Hijikata, Shigemi, illus. My First Book. Grosset, 1983. 82-84335. ISBN
0-448-12287-1. 96p. $5.95.
Although the quality of the illustrations is at greeting card level, this book for the
Ad very young child combines the assets of an alphabet book, a counting book, pages on
2-4 colors, concepts of size and time, and a rather less appealing section of "Do's and
yrs. Don't's." Most of the objects and activities will be familiar to children; the alphabet
section, for example, shows an apple, a ball, a cat, and a dog (two or three objects per
page) with upper and lower case letters and the word. There is more text in the later
sections, which unfortunately show adults in conventional sex roles (doctor and
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policeman are male; nurse and teacher are female). On the whole, a useful compen-
dium and agreeably simple.
Jones, Adrienne. A Matter of Spunk. Harper, 1983. 82-47710. Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-023053-3.
Library ed. ISBN 0-06-023054-1. 320p. Trade ed. $12.95; Library ed. $12.89.
In a sequel to Whistle Down a Dark Lane (reviewed in the November, 1982 issue),
R Margery continues her reminiscences about her childhood in the 1920's. Deserted
6-9 (albeit politely) by her husband, Margery's mother has taken her two daughters to
California, to a Theosophical colony where they meet a movie star, a hermit, and a
hypochondriac who's foisted on them as a houseguest. Eventually the three adjust to
separation and divorce, to being homesick for Atlanta, to independence and-in
1929-to the depression. All through these years, the two girls grow and change and
react to their changing circumstances, the inflections and nuances of their lives
pictured with insight and described in a story with a controlled but sustained narra-
tive flow.
D.V. Adaptability; Divorce, adjustment to
Jones, Rebecca C. Madeline and the Great (Old) Escape Artist. Dutton, 1983. 83-11630. ISBN
0-525-44074-7. 112p. $10.95.
Bad enough to be adjusting to divorce and to have moved to her mother's home-
Ad town and into a sixth grade where nobody knew her-but when Madeline had her first
4-6 seizure in class (blacking out and losing control of her bladder) she was determined to
run away. Bitter because her Dad didn't accept her idea that she come to Chicago and
live with him, Madeline found an odd companion for her flight: Mary Gibson, the
very old woman who had been her hospital roommate when she had the seizure. The
two escape artists got as far as the bus station, and Madeline was bitterly resentful
when she realized that Ms. Gibson's credit card had expired and that the old woman
had used her just to get a trip away from the nursing home. Still, they remained
friends; even after the old woman had a stroke, Madeline kept up her visits. She also
learned, when she helped a classmate embarrassed by visible evidence of menstrual
flow, that one copes with what one must. "Everyone has to face a dragon some-
time," the book ends. Despite the fact that this has a somewhat diffuse story line, it is
strong in its depiction of youth's courage and resilience. All of the characters show
strengths and weaknesses, and the protagonist grows in her understanding and ac-
ceptance of this fact. There is little humor in the writing, but the story is neither
heavy nor depressing; the style is direct and has an easy flow.
D.V. Divorce, adjustment to; Older-younger generations
Knowles, Anne. Under the Shadow. Harper, 1983. 82-48857. Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-023221-8;
Library ed. ISBN 0-06-023222-6. 128p. Trade ed. $9.95; Library ed. $9.89.
Cathy, whose parents have inherited a country house, Beamsters, becomes fasci-
R nated by all of the information about the old place that she gleans from the boy next
6-9 door, Mark, who tells her that it was originally the beemaster's house. Mark has
muscular dystrophy, and Cathy works out an elaborate scheme to help him ride, after
she learns how much he has enjoyed his one experience on horseback. Both Mark
and Cathy are intrigued by the idea of bringing bees back to Beamsters, and at the
close of the book Cathy is thrilled when a swarm settles in the garden. Despite a weak
ending, this story from England has appeal and strength in its solid base of good
narrative flow, strong characters drawn with insight, and a compassionate but not
sentimental view of those who are handicapped and how they like to be treated.
D.V. Friendship values; Handicaps, physical-adjustment to; Helpfulness
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Kozikowski, Renate. Sophie's Hideaway; pop-ups by Ray Marshall. Harper, 1983. 83-47504.
ISBN 0-06-023208-0. 12p. $9.95.
Pop-ups and tabs are used in the pedestrian illustrations for a very slight story that
NR uses the familiar device of a dream (providing the fantasy element) within a realistic
K-2 framework. Tired of her noisy siblings, Sophie takes refuge in a wardrobe, reads,
falls asleep and dreams she's flying in a balloon, and is discovered by her mother,
who says, "Are you having a nice quiet time?" End of story. Although no imprint
information mentions it, signs pictured in the one urban scene indicate that the book
is of European origin.
Kroll, Steven. The Hand-Me-Down Doll; illus. by Evaline Ness. Holiday House, 1983. 83-
4394. ISBN 0-8234-0495-1. 26p. $9.95.
A spoiled little rich girl who already has many possessions is given a beautiful,
Ad expensive doll that she ignores and orders given away. The doll passes from hand to
K-2 hand, finally being sold for five cents to an unspoiled little poor girl who loves the doll
and gives it a name, which is just what the doll has been wishing for throughout the
story. In addition to the type-casting, the story is weakened by the fact that none of
the children involved is established as a character; the style is adequate, the story line
thin. The illustrations are more impressive, often striking in details of architecture or
costume, deftly composed, both humorous and elegant.
Larrick, Nancy, comp. When the Dark Comes Dancing; illus. by John Wallner. Philomel,
1983. 81-428. ISBN 0-399-20807-0. 79p. $15.95.
A fine anthology of poems and lullabies for young children is illustrated by
R double-page spreads, alternately in color and in black and white. The pictures have
2-5 soft textures, subdued colors, and imaginative details. The poems and lullaby lyrics
yrs. have been chosen with discriminating care; among the contributors are Eleanor
Farjeon, Aileen Fisher, Arthur Guiterman, Karla Kuskin, Myra Cohn Livingston,
Eve Marriam, Christina Rossetti, and Robert Louis Stevenson.
Lawrence, Louise. The Dram Road. Harper, 1983. 83-47601. Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-023747-3;
Library ed. ISBN 0-06-023748-1. 222p. Trade ed. $10.50; Library ed. $10.89.
Stuart hadn't meant to hit the man so hard when he and two of his mates were
R attempting robbery, but when he saw the still and bleeding body, he knew he was a
6-10 murderer-and he ran. A series of aimless bus rides brought him to a small village, ill
after his exposure to the cold, frightened and guilty. Sixteen, Stuart was used to the
curses of an alcoholic mother, to being poor and fatherless; intending to rob an old
man, Stuart found himself being nursed and protected by the old man he came to call
"Grandad," and being given help by others in the village. Although this is in part a
love story, in very small part a ghost story (the ghosts of Grandad's wife and son
appear on the Dram Road and encourage Stuart to stay and help the old man), it is
primarily a story of the change and maturity that come to an English adolescent.
Love, trust, and kindness turn the delinquent Stuart into a young man who assumes
responsibility, acquires ethical concepts, and learns to give as well as receive affec-
tion. The book ends with Stuart's decision, even though he knows by then his victim
did not die, to turn himself in to the police, trusting that he will be able to return some
day to the village. Smoothly written, tender and dramatic, this is both a credible story
of human relationships and a vivid picture of family life.
D.V. Ethical concepts; Older-younger generations; Responsibility
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Leman, Martin. Twelve Cats for Christmas; written and illus. by Martin Leman. Pelham/
Merrimack, 1983. ISBN 0-7207-1403-6. 24p. $9.95.
"On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me a black cat in a pear tree,"
M this begins, and on each succeeding day of the twelve days of Christmas there's
2-3 another cat. The text-save for the feline substitutions-follows the words of the
song; this becomes a bit tedious. The pictures, full-page paintings of cats (a white cat
watching, a seaside cat purring, a grey cat walking, etc.) are interesting, boldly
designed and bordered by bright geometric patterns; the facing text is also framed,
the background repeated on each verso page. This may be restricted to cat lovers in
its appeal.
C.U. Christmas
Leroe, Ellen W. Confessions of a Teenage TV Addict. Lodestar, 1983. 83-8987. ISBN 0-525-
66909-4. 160p. $10.95.
Sixteen and slavishly addicted to soap operas, Jennifer tells a familiar story of the
M shy, unpopular girl whose best friend is a belle whose affection sours when Jennifer
7-9 attracts the one boy pretty Andra feels is her property. This is the antiphonal theme
for Jennifer's feelings about her cold, rejecting mother-although Mom comes
through when Jennifer needs support in a crisis at the end of the story, a crisis in
which Andra shows the extent of her hostility and The Boy rallies to Jennifer's
defense. This is basically a formulaic story, the obsession with soaps used as a device
rather than (as the title might lead readers to expect) the core of the story. It's
another story of high school duckling becomes a swan. The characterization is
adequate despite the stereotyping of roles; the writing style tends to be florid in
descriptive passages, and the plot is predictable.
D.V. Boy-girl relations; Friendship values
Lindgren, Barbro. Sam's Ball; illus. by Eva Eriksson. Morrow, 1983. 83-722. ISBN 0-688-
02359-2. 24p. $5.50.
Sam's Bath; illus. by Eva Eriksson. Morrow, 1983. 83-724. ISBN 0-688-02363-2. 24p.
$5.50.
Sam's Lamp; illus. by Eva Eriksson. Morrow, 1983. 83-743. ISBN 0-688-02356-8.
24p. $5.50.
Three small books, each a delightful vignette of a young child's behavior, should
R entertain readers-aloud as well as their audience, and should also serve as good
1-3 prereading experiences, since the texts have few and simple words, short sentences,
yrs. repetition that isn't cloying, and humor. In Sam's Ball, Sam finds it's fun to share his
toy with a kitten; in Sam's Bath, the tub is crowded with an assortment of toys, a
cookie, and a reluctant dog, in Sam's Lamp, a climb results in a bump that's
alleviated by a bandage. Sample of style: "Sam climbs up on the stool. Sam climbs up
on the chair. Sam climbs up on the table. Sam falls down." The illustrations are light
and humorous in tone, deft in their comic simplicity.
Luger, Harriett. The Un-Dudding of Roger Judd. Viking, 1983. 82-50362. ISBN 0-670-73886-7.
144p. $11.50.
The story is told as entries in Roger's journal, and Roger's style is light and
R humorous even though many of his concerns are serious. Unhappy with his step-
7-9 mother and his stepsister (as sophisticated and provocative as Roger is in-
experienced) and bothered by the devotion of Julie (whose more attractive twin sister
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he's helped get an abortion), Roger is delighted to visit his mother in Manhattan.
Alas, Mom is just as worried about Roger's role in the abortion story (Roger refuses
to tell all) as Dad, and seems just as domineering-but there's a breakthrough, and
Mom does hear the whole story, a confrontation that vastly improves the relationship
between mother and son. There's a breakthrough of another kind, as Roger misses
Julie and decides (gradually) that he loves her. The story ends with Roger back in
California, on better terms with his father and stepmother, and happily, openly in
love with Julie. While the obdurate suspicion of both Roger's parents seems un-
fortunate, it is believable, and the relationships mend in a positive way; the love affair
is handled with a light touch, the story has momentum, and the humor of the writing
style should appeal to adolescent readers.
D.V. Mother-son relations
McCunn, Ruthanne Lum. Pie-Biter; illus. by You-shan Tang. Design Enterprises, 1983. 83-
70042. English ed. ISBN 0-932538-09-6; Chinese ed. ISBN 0-932538-10-X. 30p.
$11.95.
A pioneer story, drawn from oral history, is in the style of the tall tale, although it
Ad has none of the egregious exaggeration or humor of that genre. Hoi, who comes from
3-5 China to work on the railroad in the Civil War period, is a frail boy who loves
American pies. Because he can hold them in one hand and eat while he's working, he
becomes so strong that he can lift a fallen tree or dig workers out after an avalanche.
When the railroad is done, he uses a clever trick to get his start in business; he
becomes wealthy, goes back to China, and-the story ends-". . . for many years,
travellers from China spoke of pie shops in villages and market towns." The writing
style is direct, but rather flat, the illustrations romantically pretty, with strong lines
and soft colors. The book is available in English and Chinese editions. Order from:
Design Enterprises of San Francisco. P.O. Box 14695, San Francisco, CA 94114.
Maestro, Betsy. Big City Port; by Betsy Maestro and Ellen DelVecchio; illus. by Giulio
Maestro. Four Winds, 1983. 82-21065. 29p. ISBN 0-590-07869-0. 29p. $10.95.
Very much like Harbor by Donald Crews (reviewed in the March, 1982 issue) in its
Ad coverage, this describes the busy harbor with its variety of ships and boats, and
K-2 points out what each kind does. The text is minimal, simply written but not adequate
in identifying the types of vessels; although the illustrations are simply detailed and
seldom cluttered, some pictures give no clue as to which boat or ship in the picture is
which. (The Crews book ends with a page of silhouettes of "Ship Shapes.") This
gives a bit more information, but is not as effectively illustrated.
Mayne, William. The Mouldy; illus. by Nicola Bayley. Knopf, 1983. 83-6163. Trade ed. ISBN
0-394-86211-2; Library ed. ISBN 0-394-96211-7. 30p. Trade ed. $9.95; Library ed.
$9.99.
"In the great garden of the world," Mayne begins, "there was peace before
R Mouldy came." Mouldy is a mole, and his tunneling disrupts the creatures of the
2-4 garden, shaking the king's crystal palace, warping the walks, trampling the roots of
the fruit trees. When the efforts of the Soldiers of the Thistle fail, the king's daughter
Talitha (a winged daffodil) goes underground to do combat; Mouldy is so pleased by
her attack (a punch on the nose feels good to him, the jab of her tiny knitting needle is
a comforting back-scratch) that he asks her to marry him, "I'm not losing a daugh-
ter," says the king, "but gaining a Mouldy." Fortunately, the mole is fickle, and
when a hedgehog scratches him, he decides she'd make a better bride. Thus a happy
ending for all concludes a gentle fairy tale, simply and gracefully told and illustrated
with delicately framed pictures that are richly colored, beautifully and intricately
detailed, and striking in the conveyance of textures.
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Moore, Eva. The Great Banana Cookbook for Boys and Girls; illus. by Susan Russo.
Houghton/Clarion, 1983. 82-12935. ISBN 0-89919-150-9. 48p. $10.95.
Moore writes simply and clearly; both the instructions for preparation and the
R step-by-step recipes are explicit, and they include, repeatedly, safety warnings about
2-4 getting adult help and care in handling hot utensils. There are eleven recipes, eight of
which are very simple, and a closing section that gives facts about bananas.
Neufeld, John. Sharelle. New American Library, 1983. ISBN 0-453-00441-5. 304p. $12.95.
Left alone, after a picnic, with her sister Annette's fiance, Sharelle succumbs
Ad easily to his love-making; she is stunned the next day when Dallas acts as though
8-10 nothing had happened. Naively, she had assumed he loved her and would reject her
sister. That's the situation in which a miserable Sharelle finds she is pregnant and
decides to have and keep her baby. Most of the story, written with candor, is con-
cerned with Sharelle's problems with her shiftless and often vituperative mother, her
efforts to get an education, her horror when Dallas (who has fathered a sickly legiti-
mate daughter) declares he wants and will take Sharelle's child. Sharelle's solution
(to be able to get a job and an education, to keep the baby from Dallas, and to be
available to help her mother) is to have the baby adopted. Given the hostility of her
mother, it is hard to find Sharelle's decision convincing; she explains to a counselor
that her mother needs her and will be relieved to have the baby gone. Neufeld writes
well, but the impact of the book is lessened by the fact that it is more a message than a
narrative.
D.V. Education-Valuing and seeking; Mother-daughter relations
Newman, Robert. The Case of the Etruscan Treasure. Atheneum, 1983. 83-2632. ISBN 0-
689-30992-9. 173p. $10.95.
Scotland Yard Inspector Wyatt comes to New York to join the young friends, Sara
Ad and Andrew, who have helped him with other cases in London. They do some
5-7 sightseeing (the children are there because Andrew's mother is appearing in a play)
and become involved in two mysteries: one has to do with stolen diamonds (Wyatt
deduces they are in fake Etruscan statuary) and the other with a missing file cabinet,
sought by both the New York police and by a crooked, powerful politician. The two
children leave their hotel twice, late at night, the first time discovering a murder
(treated as incidental) and the second time walking blithely into a kidnapping trap
from which they cleverly extricate themselves, exposing a criminal and solving the
case of the missing files. The plot is far-fetched, but the pace and setting (Manhattan
in the era of horse-drawn cabs and the supremacy of Delmonico's restaurant) may
appeal to readers.
Noyes, Alfred. The Highwayman; illus. by Charles Mikolaycak. Lothrop, 1983. 83-725. Trade
ed. ISBN 0-688-02117-4; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02118-2. 40p. Trade ed. $9.50;
Library ed. $8.59.
The dramatic narrative poem may be familiar to many children, but for those to
R whom it is not known, this should be an excellent introduction. Mikolaycak's paint-
5- ings are effectively framed by ample white space, black and greys, with effective
touches of pinkish red in strong, stark pictures of the beautiful girl who took her own
life to warn her robber-lover by the sound of a shot that soldiers were at their trysting
place.
C.U. Reading aloud
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Osborn, Lois. My Dad Is Really Something; illus. by Rodney Pate. Whitman, 1983. 83-1292.
ISBN 0-8075-5329-8. 28p. $8.25.
Let's hear it for all the short, fat, kind, loving fathers who are slightly bald, wear
R glasses, and understand children. Harry George is beginning to get tired of the way
1-3 his friend Ron boasts about his father; if Harry George brings a book his father's
* written to school, Ron says his father can tear phone books; if Harry George tells
Ron about the model plane he and his father made, Ron says his father flies fighter
jets. ("That figures," Dad mutters.) Then Harry George learns that Ron's father is
dead; hurt because his friend has lied to him, he's mollified when Dad points out that
Ron may have felt a need to invent a father, and maybe they should take Ron fishing.
So they become a threesome, and Harry George is a bit more understanding when he
hears Ron boasting to classmates about how great Harry George's father is. And he's
right. Warm, perceptive, funny, this is written in a simple but fluent style; the tinted
line drawings echo the directness and realism of the story.
D.V. Age-mate relations; Father-son relations
Paulson, Gary. Popcorn Days and Buttermilk Nights. Lodestar, 1983. 83-9015. ISBN 0-525-
66770-9. 100p. $10.95.
"My name is Carley, and I first came to Norsten in high spring," Carley says after
Ad describing the Minnesota town to which he came when he was fourteen, sent there by
6-9 his mother because he had repeatedly been in trouble in Minneapolis. Carley didn't
think much of his Uncle David at first; a smith, a farmer, father of a thriving family.
Slowly, he came to respect David, to love the countryside and the pattern of farm
life; he learned to take pleasure in his chores and in physical fitness. The story ends
with an episode in which David, unhappy because he cannot afford to take all his
children to a circus, decides to build the machines that will enable him to set up a
carnival for the town. All the neighbors help and they have a gala opening. This is
filled with appreciation of rural life and has little good to say about city living; it
stresses the work ethic and community life; it is adequately written but it is less about
Carley than about David; it is weakened by some almost-rhapsodic passages about
the smithy, and it is slight in structure, more nostalgia than narrative.
D.V. Uncle-nephew relations; Urban-rural contrasts
Peet, William Bartlett. No Such Things; written and illus. by Bill Peet. Houghton, 1983.
82-23234. ISBN 0-395-33888-3. 32p. $10.95.
Wildly extravagant creatures in Seuss style (silly names, outlandish anatomical
Ad features) are the subject of double-page spreads with descriptive verse. The pictures
K-2 are amusing, the verse is often metrically faulty; for example, "The Juggarums have
a most impolite way/Of overpowering their high-flying, lacy-winged prey/They use
their strong breath, one potent ker-puff/To stun dragonflies if they fly close enough."
The concepts of the nonsensical beasts are more impressive than the text; the pic-
tures should appeal because of their animation and their expressions.
Phillips, Louis. How Do You Get a Horse Out of the Bathtub? Profound Answers to Prepos-
terous Questions; illus. by James Stevenson. Viking, 1983. 82-60080. Trade ed. ISBN
0-670-38119-5; Paper ed. ISBN 0-14-031618-3. 69p. Trade ed. $9.95; Paper ed. $3.95.
Stevenson's ink drawings, comic and animated, add to the entertainment value of a
Ad series of questions and (silly) answers that should be enjoyed by young readers, as
3-5 most riddle/joke books are. These, arranged more or less by subject, range from
clever puns to weak nonsense, although there are comparatively few peurile answers.
There are, on the other hand, some answers that use words that some middle grades
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readers may not know. Example: "My psychiatrist says that I'm suffering from
kleptomania. What should I do?" Answer: Whatever you do, don't take anything
for it." Or, "Is there another name for income tax?" "Some people refer to it as
Capital Punishment."
Pinkwater, Jill. Cloud Horse; illus. by Irene Brady. Lothrop, 1983. 83-940. ISBN 0-688-
02284-7. 238p. $9.50.
In the first part of the story, set in Iceland centuries ago, fifteen-year-old Arnora
Ad dreams of sailing to Vinland.with her new friend Ragnar, especially because he shares
6-9 her deep love of all animals. Much of this part of the book, which has a good narrative
flow and a colorful setting, has to do with Amora's love for her cloud-horse, Skyfaxi.
Unfortunately, this segment is dropped abruptly, and Part Two begins with some
narrative about other, contemporary horses, then shifts a second time to tell a long,
rambling story about a contemporary girl who is mad about horses, has an Icelandic
horse she names Skyfaxi, has found an artifact left in a cairn by Arnora, and sees so
many visions of Arora she thinks of her as a friend. Pity. This gets off to such a good
start.
Plotz, Helen, comp. Eye's Delight: Poems of Art and Architecture. Greenwillow, 1983. 83-
5577. ISBN 0-688-02388-6. 107p. $10.50.
From an anthologist as dependably discriminating as she is prolific, a new book is a
R welcome gift. Plotz has chosen from a wide time span, including fragments from
5- ancient Greece and excerpts from the Bible, through centuries of poets, to many of
today's best contemporary writers. The selections are logically grouped, varied in
form and mood, and accessible through author, title, and first line indexes.
Rau, Margaret. Holding Up the Sky: Young People in China. Lodestar, 1983. 82-20959. ISBN
0-525-66718-0. 136p. $12.50.
Rau presents a series of portraits of young people (some are adolescents still living
Ad with parents, some are students or young married workers) to show both the diver-
6-9 sity of backgrounds and lifestyles in a vast country, and to show what life is like in
contemporary China. The book succeeds in giving a great deal of information about
concepts, creeds, educational practices, village life, etc. Unfortunately, it does not so
successfully give a picture of youth in China, since most of the information is of a
general nature. None of the young people who are the subjects of the separate
chapters seems real, perhaps in part because there are no photographs of them;
although the book is profusely illustrated by photographs, a chapter on "Gu Ernang
of Loessland," for example, has three pictures of outdoor scenes, and in the chapter,
"The Wedding" there is a photograph of "a peasant woman" and "a typical apart-
ment kitchen." An index is included.
C.U. Social studies
Roos, Stephen. The Terrible Truth; illus. by Carol Newsom. Delacorte, 1983. 83-5253. ISBN
0-385-29306-2. 107p. $12.95.
In a sequel to My Horrible Secret (reviewed in the March, 1983 issue) in which
Ad Warren Fingler described his suffering through fifth grade, the whole class has moved
4-6 on to sixth grade. This time the protagonist is Shirley Garfield (the sequel is in third
person) and the arch enemy the same as Warren's: bossy Claire Van Kemp. Shirley
incurs Claire's enmity and the ensuing hostilities blight her school social life. There's
also the problem of the new boy next door, also in Shirley's class, and of the frenzied
forming of sixth grade clubs, often competitive or exclusive. Like the first books, this
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is light in style and quality; characters tend to be typecast, and the dialogue occasion-
ally seems more silly than funny, but much of the book is amusing and should appeal
to readers.
D.V. Age-mate relations; Boy-girl relations
Rounds, Glen. Wild Appaloosa; written and illus. by Glen Rounds. Holiday House, 1983.
82-48751. ISBN 0-8234-0482-X. 79p. $10.95.
Small sketches, scratchy and animated, are used in marginal illustrations for the
Ad story of an Appaloosa filly that is part of a band of wild horses in the Badlands. Horse
4-6 hunters are seeking the band; a boy named Bert dreams of catching the filly, of whom
he's heard rumors, for his own. When the horses are caught, the filly is not with
them, since she had fallen and wandered off on her own, finally joining some ranch
horses. It will surprise few readers to find that she's joined the horses belonging to
Bert's ranch and that he happily looks forward to slowly, gently breaking her in. This
should appeal to horse lovers but it's a slow-moving tale, with long descriptive
passages about the filly's solitary wandering slowing the book's pace.
Ruckman, Ivy. The Hunger Scream. Walker, 1983. 83-6522. ISBN 0-8027-6514-9. 175p.
$11.95.
In this novel about anorexia nervosa, Lily fits all the criteria for predisposition:
R middle-class affluence, conformity, achievement, good relations with her parents,
7-10 adolescence. One other factor influences her: a desire to impress the boy next door,
Daniel, when he comes home from college. Daniel's family is black, and although
Lily's parents have always gotten along well with them, they don't approve of Lily's
affection for Daniel, who loves Lily as a friend but is not in love with her. The writing
isn't flawless, but Ruckman does a fine job of showing the progress of Lily's illness
(and of her therapy and recovery) from the anorectic's viewpoint. More than most
stories on this subject, this also shows the extent to which families must participate in
the recovery program by being willing to discuss and accept changes in their own
behavior and relationships.
D.V. Family relations; Intercultural understanding
Ryan, Jeanette Mines. Reckless: A Teenage Love Story. Avon/Flare, 1983. 83-3854. ISBN
0-380-83717-X. 170p. $2.25.
Jeannie, fourteen, falls in love with Sam even though he is hostile to their teachers,
NR drinks, is disapproved of by her older brother and her best friend, drives recklessly,
7-9 convinces her to sneak out of the house (he buys her a rope ladder) and lie to her
parents. This is formulaic in the treatment of the relationship, clouded by the marital
tension between Jeannie's parents and by the apparent cause of Sam's hostility (his
mother had left, unable to cope with her husband's drinking). The accident that kills
Sam is predictable to any reader of the genre as the only solution that would be
acceptable to adults, since Ryan presents Sam as so unpleasant a character that
Jeannie's infatuation is not easily explicable. This is drawn out in tempo and
mediocre in writing style, with flat characterization.
Scioscia, Mary. Bicycle Rider; illus. by Ed Young. Harper, 1983. 82-47702. Trade ed. ISBN
0-06-025222-7; Library ed. ISBN 0-06-025223-5. 48p. Trade ed. $9.95; Library ed.
$9.89.
Soft, almost blurry black and white illustrations that have a dramatic quality illus-
trate a story that is told with quiet understatement and in a straightforward style. It is
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based on a real character, the great black bicycle racer Marshall Taylor, who won
R national and international championships when bicycle racing was a popular spec-
2-4 tator sport at the turn of the century. Scioscia has made a pleasant family story of an
incident in which the young Marshall, working as an errand boy at a bicycle store in
an Indiana town, is encouraged by the owner to enter his first race-and Marshall
wins the annual Indianapolis ten-mile bicycle race.
D.V. Family relations
Selden, Bernice. The Mill Girls. Atheneum, 1983. 83-2672. ISBN 0-689-31005-6. 180p. $10.95.
Illustrated with photographs and reproductions of old prints, this well-researched
R triple biography gives not only capable sketches of the lives of the three women who
7-10 worked in the textile mills of Lowell in the middle and late nineteenth century, but
also a vivid picture of the industrial town and the developments in working conditions
and labor relations. Lucy Larcom and Harriet Robinson were concerned about
working conditions, but much of their time went to literary pursuits in those years in
which the young mill operators avidly attended lectures, belonged to self-
improvement groups, and contributed to women's magazines; both produced a
number of books. By the time Sarah Bagley became involved in writing, the deterio-
ration in working conditions led her to focus her writing on labor unrest; eventually
she became a member of a commune, a reformer, and the first woman telegraph
operator in the country. An extensive divided bibliography and an index give access
to a text that gives a clear picture of some of the changes provoked by the Industrial
Revolution and of the active women who were affected by, and in turn had an effect
on, its progress.
C.U. Industries (Unit)
Slate, Joseph. The Mean, Clean, Giant Canoe Machine; illus. by Lynn Munsinger. Crowell,
1983. 82-45880. Trade ed. ISBN 0-690-04293-0; Library ed. ISBN 0-690-04294-9. 28p.
Trade ed. $9.95; Library ed. $9.89.
All of the characters are pigs in this lively if silly story about five Pinko juniors who
Ad outwit Wig-Switch the Pig Witch. The evil witch steals every bathtub in town
K-2 ("Smoosh, smoosh! Bathtubs are too steamy! They mess up my wigs!") and builds
an elaborate machine into which riders are tipped from a canoe into a series of
chutes, tubs, brushes, etc., to emerge scrubbed and shining. After a few unsuccessful
tries, the Pinko juniors clog the machine; they leave the witch in their old tub and
take over the canoe for their group baths. Lots of action for a slight plot; the writing
depends upon excess for its humor; the illustrations are cheery, bright, and comical.
Sleator, William. Fingers. Atheneum, 1983. 83-2662. ISBN 0-689-31000-5. 197p. $10.95.
The dilemma: Humphrey had been a child prodigy, a mechanically proficient but
R musically insensitive concert pianist; now that he was a very large adolescent, his
7-10 wooden playing irritated audiences. His despairing parents decide to perpetrate a
hoax: older brother Sam (the narrator, not a good performer but musically astute and
knowledgeable) will write some music by the legendary "Laszlo Magyar," and
Humphrey, drugged at dinner, will wake to be told that Magyar's ghost had dictated
the new music. It makes a media splash-but odd things happen: Humphrey begins to
believe in the spectral communication, an odd old man shows up at concerts in
several cities, strange tales are linked to odd new developments. Not so strange is the
fact that Sam, who gets no credit, becomes restive and eventually tells all to Hum-
phrey. For most of the dramatic and often funny story, the strangeness is explained,
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but there are occult elements (precognition, for one) and there's some broad lam-
pooning (the Russian music expert is named Alexandra Nitpikskaya) of types in the
world of classical music. This has a lively pace, sharp characterization, good style,
and often-acid humor.
D.V. Brothers
Stretton, Barbara. The Truth of the Matter. Knopf, 1983. 83-4305. Trade ed. ISBN 0-394-
86144-2; Library ed. ISBN 0-394-96144-7. 213p. Trade ed. $10.95; Library ed. $10.99.
Jenny had several problems. One was that her mother had walked out, remarried,
Ad and left her ex-husband so bitter that he refused to let Jenny consider college.
7-9 Another was that Jenny herself was bitter enough never to open any of her mother's
letters. A third was that although she loved Sam, she found her best friend Andrea's
boyfriend Peter more exciting. A catalyst for the resolution of all these problems
came in the form of an attractive new history teacher, an older man named
Georgescu. Jenny was so stimulated by his lectures that she decided she had to go to
college and study history; Peter was so antagonistic to the teacher that he pried into
an old scandal about him, was vicious to Jenny and threatened her life, and became
jealous of the friendship between Georgescu and Andrea, his behavior necessitating
therapy. In the end, Jenny adjusts to her mother's desertion, gets her chance to go to
college, sees Peter with compassionate perspective, and understands how often the
truth is masked by bias in any relationship. This is a thoughtful and perceptive book;
characters and relationships are convincing. If the plot occasionally seems to verge
on the melodramatic, it still is believable in the way that events and personalities
interact to change situations and people.
D.V. Education, valuing and seeking; Father-daughter relations; Teacher-pupil re-
lations
Sunshine, Tina. Jonathan Fisher and the Centerfold Caper. Avon, 1983. ISBN 0-380-85209-8.
14 2p. $2.25.
Jonathan, thirteen, is the narrator in a story that has humor (although the author
NR often seems to be working to achieve it) but is weakened by stereotyped character-
6-8 ization and a silly plot. Assigned as one of the two heads of a reporting team (his
coanchor is arch-enemy Emily, the brain of the class) in a school project, Jonathan
chases down a story on slim evidence, convinced that the teacher, Mr. Garfield, is
both a thief and an adulterer. Jonathan is sure that Garfield is having an affair with the
beautiful girl who posed for a centerfold picture in Playpal magazine. The improbable
conclusion is as weak as the rest of the story, unconvincing in its frenetic chain of
misunderstandings.
Ure, Jean. See You Thursday. Delacorte, 1983. 83-5217. ISBN 0-385-29303-8. 194p. $12.95.
There are many books about a shy, lonely adolescent who falls in love, but none
R quite like this. In a story from England, Marianne (sixteen, awkward, friendless) is at
7-12 first resentful when her mother rents a room to a blind music teacher, Mr. Shonfeld.
He proves to be young, attractive, and independent albeit grateful for help that is
given when needed. When Marianne's mother realizes that the two are attracted to
each other, she asks Shonfeld to leave; the story ends realistically, with a promise of
later happy solution. A perceptive book, this explores interreligious understanding
and the adolescent's need for independence; it has depth and sensitivity in its depic-
tion of characters and relationships, and a fluent style; it deals with many of the
problems common to young adults with conviction and compassion.
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Wangerin, Walter. Thistle; illus. by Marcia Sewall. Harper, 1983. 82-47717. Trade ed. ISBN
0-06-026351-2; Library ed. ISBN 0-06-026352-0. 47p. Trade ed. $8.95; Library ed.
$8.89.
Using a familiar theme in folk literature, the youngest child saving the day when
Ad older and less kind siblings fail, Wangerin tells the story of a family being eaten, one
3-4 by one, by a giant potato. Older brothers and sisters are too proud to kiss the ugly
witch who could give them a weapon, but stumpy little Thistle (always taunted by the
others) gladly kisses the witch. In turn, the witch kisses Thistle, each kiss turns into a
thorn, and when the omnivorous potato swallows Thistle, he bursts. Last scene: a
happily tearful family reunion. Patterned and predictable, this is given grace by the
writing style; the pencil drawings have a blocky strength.
Wiseman, Bernard. Christmas With Morris and Boris; written and illus. by Bernard Wiseman.
Little, 1983. 83-11962. ISBN 0-316-94855-1. 40p. $10.95.
The creator of other stories about Morris, a naive and literal moose, and Boris, a
R patient (usually) bear, has concocted a tale that has the sort of humor that's just right
1-3 for beginning independent readers, and that is so simply written as to be an en-
couraging experience. Christmas colors are used in the cartoon-style illustrations for
the story, in which the two animals find out about some Christmas practices. Morris
has four legs, he says, so why can't he have two stockings to hang on the mantel-
piece? Most of the story is in dialogue, and much of the dialogue consists of Boris
explaining why Santa Claus won't want to play, that the Christmas stockings are not
hanging up to dry, etc.
C.U. Christmas; Reading, beginning
Wolkstein, Diane. The Magic Wings: A Tale from China; illus. by Robert Andrew Parker.
Dutton, 1983. 83-1611. ISBN 0-525-44062-3. 26p. $10.95.
Colorful ink and wash pictures with fine details and an appealing freedom of line,
R illustrate a Chinese folktale that is excellent for reading aloud or for storytelling as
2-4 well as for silent reading. A little goose girl, enthralled by the first flowers of spring,
wishes she could fly, like her geese, and see all the flowers. She puts water on her
shoulders, flaps her arms, and tells the grocer's daughter that she is learning to fly.
The grocer's daughter tries, the princess imitates her, and eventually all the women
and girls are trying to fly; it is the goose girl, however, who is chosen by the Spirit in
Heaven Who Grows Wings, and the delighted child calls as she flies," 'Hello! Hello!
It's spring.' "
C.U. Reading aloud; Storytelling
Yep, Laurence. Liar, Liar. Morrow, 1983. 83-5432. ISBN 0-688-02417-3. 165p. $8.50.
Sean, the narrator, is stunned when his best friend, Marsh, is killed in a car
Ad accident and heartsick because he feels that if he had pulled Marsh away before a
7-9 truck hit the overturned car his friend might be alive. Then Sean learns that Marsh
already had broken his neck and his guilt gives way to a conviction that someone had
tampered with the car, perhaps the victim of one of Marsh's many practical jokes.
Sean and Marsh's sister set out to discover who this might be, although even she
turns against him because of the fact that he had lied in the past. There's a not-quite
credible scene at the funeral service, with Marsh's mother screaming "GET OUT,
YOU MONSTER." and a still less convincing scene in which the perpetrator of the
fatal accident stalks Sean. Save for this, the book is adequately written, and it does
have action and suspense to appeal to readers.
D.V. Death, adjustment to
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As a result of the travels of Voyager 1 and Voyager 2 in the
early 1980s, more information has been gathered about Saturn
than in all the years since Galileo first sighted it. Now, in the clear
and simply written style for which he is well known, Franklyn
Branley presents the current information available about this
planet-its size, shape, atmosphere, and its extraordinary rings.
Illustrated with drawings and photographs taken by the two
Voyagers, his introduction to the queen of all the planets is
"an especially useful addition to any collection."-(Starred)
School Library Journal Grades 3-6. $11.49* $11.89'
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